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A  sound,  viable  agricultural  industry  in  developing 
countries  relies  heavily  on  a  stable  natural  re¬ 
source  base.  Efforts  to  reduce  or  eliminate  land 
degradation  are  requisite  to  maintenance  and  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  productive  capacity  of  soil  resources. 

Such  efforts  in  the  past  have  produced  mixed  results. 
Some  have  succeeded;  others  have  failed.  In  most  cases, 
a  number  of  common  principles  account  for  that  suc¬ 
cess  or  failure. 

Conservation  Farming  on  Steep  Lands  identifies  these 
common  principles  and  suggests  how  they  might  be 
applied  in  agricultural  development  projects  to  increase 
the  chances  of  success.  A  prominent  theme  throughout 
the  book  is  the  need  to  view  the  conservation  of  soil 
and  water  resources  as  an  integral  part  of  agricultural 
development  efforts  and  not  to  look  on  conservation 
as  something  apart  from  agriculture  to  be  undertaken 
as  time  and  money  permit. 
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